[Quantitative and electron microscope study of the nerve in seven cases of sporadic idiopathic sensory neuropathy (author's transl)].
An electron microscope study and quantitation of myelinated and unmyelinated fibers of seven nerve biopsies performed in sporadic cases of idiopathic sensory neuropathy is reported. The number of myelinated fibers is markedly decreased or absent in every case. On the contrary, the unmyelinated fiber numbers are normal or increased. In most cases, the small diameter myelinated and unmyelinated fibers proportions are higher than those of control biopsies. The electron microscope study discloses evidence of degeneration of Wallerian tye and regeneration is also indicated by quantitative studies. Regenerative phenomena seen more obvious in sporadic cases than in previously reported studies of familial cases.